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By whose assent her life were sought: for this

Stands fixed for only warrant of such deed,

And this we have not, but her word instead

She takes it most unkindly toward herself

That men professing toward her loyally

That love that we do should in any sort,

For lack of our own duty's full discharge,

Cast upon her the burden, knowing as we

Her slowness to shed blood, much more of one

So near herself in blood as is this queen,

And one with her in sex and quality.

And these respects, they find, or so profess,

Do greatly trouble her: who hath sundry times

Protested, they assure us, earnestly,

That if regard of her good subjects' risk

Did not more move her than the personal fear

Of proper peril to her, she never would

Be drawn to assent unto this bloodshedding:

And so to our good judgments they refer

These speeches they thought meet to acquaint us with

As passed but lately from her majesty,

And to God's guard commend us: which God knows

We should much more need than deserve of him

Should we give ear to this, and as they bid

Make heretics of these papers; which three times

You see how Davison hath enforced on us:

But they shall taste no fire for me, nor pass

Back to his hands till copies writ of them

Lie safe in mine for sons of mine to keep

In witness how their father dealt herein.